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GV BC PU R PO SE  

ST A T EM ENT  

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N  

ST A T EM ENT  

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

2 For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to 

men but to God. Indeed, no one understands him; he 

utters mysteries with his spirit. 

—-1 Corinthians 14:2 

 

My Dearest Church Family, 

May I share with you something personal? 

During my Sabbatical back in May of 2012, for the first time in my life, I asked 
the Lord for the spiritual gif t of tongues. I never thought much of  this gift before. 
But, for some reason — I didn’t even know at the time — I simply desired to 
pray in tongues in my own private relationship with the Lord. Up to that point, 
my Christian faith through seminary studies and our pastoral internship had 
become well-organized, rational, predictable, and I deeply longed for something 
mysterious, unexplainable, and purely relational just between me and my Lord. 

Well, I prayed and prayed and prayed and, in the last week of my Sabbatical, 
the Lord gifted tongues to me during an extended evening time of worship. I did 
not know what was coming out of my mouth (in fact, I covered it in fear that 
those next to me would hear me), but somehow, I knew my heart was pouring 
out confession to the Lord.  

Soon af ter returning f rom my Sabbatical, I experienced a very deep-seated 
emotional pain due to a personal traumatic event in my marriage. I sought 
sanctuary here at church and spent hours in tears and in prayer. During these 
times, I would lose my words because there were only so many ways I could 
say “Help, Lord!” Over and over again, when I ran out of  my logical words, I 
began to pray in tongues with spiritual words. 1 Corinthians 14:2 calls them 
mysteries of  the spirit. Even though I could not understand these words with my 
head, I knew very clearly the pains of  my heart and the cries of  my soul. 

In this time, I felt the Holy Spirit’s groanings for me and I knew He knew my 
pain. In the worst pain of  my life, I experienced the deepest compassion of my 
Heavenly Father. Then, I f inally understood why I desired tongues many months 
ago; the Lord prepared me for when I would need His Holy Spirit to sustain me 
through a very turbulent valley in my life — a valley He did not take away, but 
promised to be with me as I walked through it. Without His Spirit, I am certain I 
would not have survived to this day. 

My f riends, I share this with you because I want to encourage you with a truth 
when you and I pray. Prayer is not merely talking to God, it is convening with 
Him. There exists such a sacred aspect of prayer wherein you and I connect 
with the Holy Spirit of God and commune with Him. It is a spiritual reality, a 
divine mystery, a relational capacity, and the channel of God’s sustaining grace 
for our life’s worst storms.  

His Beloved, 

   James 
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Palm Sunday, March 24 

“The Promise of Forgiveness” 
8:24 & 10:45 a.m. 

Both Services in the Community Hall 
Pastor Chris Koga speaking 

Maundy Thursday, March 28 

“The Heart of Forgiveness” 
 

Celebrated through 
Community Groups. Those not 
in a group must sign up for a 
daytime or nighttime group. 

Contact the office. 

Good Friday, March 29 

7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

“The Cost of Forgiveness” 

Pastor Daniel Matsuda speaking 
 

All Middle & High School meet in the 
Sanctuary to attend Good Friday Service 

 

KidZone 1st to 5th Grades 
Meet in the Community Hall 

 

NO childcare for younger children 

Easter Sunday Services 

Sunday, March 31 
Both Services in the Community Hall 

8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 
“The Hope of Forgiveness” 

Pastor Steve Langley speaking 
——————————————————- 

Nichigo Baptism Easter Service 
Sanctuary 
10:45 a.m. 

Pastor Eiji Osato 

From Forgiven to ForgiverFrom Forgiven to ForgiverFrom Forgiven to ForgiverFrom Forgiven to Forgiver    
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MARCH BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 

DR. SAM CHETTI SPOKE TO YOUR BOARD OF DEACON 

Dr. Sam Chetti, Executive Minister of  the American Baptist Churches of  
Los Angeles, Southwest and Hawaii, spoke to your Board of Deacons 
during its March meeting. He is visiting 297 churches over a two-year 
period to see if they want to remain connected with the regional 
organization. He gave an overview of  the many events which are managed 
by the staff. Dr. Chetti noted the region is now 72% immigrant. He also 

noted, all the churches in the region, except for f ive, need assistance of some type. The 
region began as a composition of mostly Anglo, Black, and some Hispanic churches. Now the 
region is global and is involved in many activities outside the United States. 

The region’s relationship with GVBC began in 1914 when Dr. Fox, the f irst Executive, started 
the church. Dr. Chetti noted, GVBC currently provides gif ts for church planting and medical 
insurance for ministers. GVBC is the largest church donor to the medical insurance fund and 
the third largest giver to the church planting fund. We are looking forward to the region’s 
involvement with our 100th Anniversary. 

FEBRUARY GIVING STATS 

February giving was up signif icantly as compared to last year at this time. Whereas, February 
2012 saw revenue of  $94,033, this year February revenue was $106,052. This was largely 
due to increased giving by Nichigo as well as a large one-time gif t. February giving to 
Nehemiah 4 was down somewhat f rom January’s f igure so we will be keeping an eye on that. 

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE IS DOWN 

Pastor Steve noted that attendance was about 20% lower during February. He attributed this 
to the fact of many people were sick. 

NEW MEMBERSHIP AND TRANSFER APPROVALS 

Your Board was privileged to approve the membership applications of  nine individuals who 
joined the church via Christian experience, transfer, or baptism. Each of these new members 
are f rom Nichigo. Also, as a result of  letters sent to inactive members, we approved the 
transfer of  membership for two individuals to other churches and removed one individual f rom 
GVBC membership at the person’s request. 

THREE NEW PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Your Board approved three Personnel Committee members for two-year terms. They are 
Joyce Mayeda-Jones, Steve Shimazu, and David Uratsu. This is an important committee 
which deals with employment-related matters for the pastors and church staff. 

IFUNE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Your Board previously approved the use of  $9,000 f rom a gift which was bequeathed to the 
church by a member of  Nichigo to hire a pastoral intern to assist Pastor Eiji Osato. At that 
time we believed the student was legally able to work in the United States. However, we 
subsequently learned international students are not allowed to work so we approved 
changing this amount to a scholarship. 

Until next month . . . 
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YOUTH WINTER CAMP 
BY PASTOR DANIEL MATSUDA — YOUTH 

Just a few weeks ago, we had an 
amazing time at our Youth Winter 
Camp, March 1-3 at Alpine Conference 
Center near Lake Arrowhead. 
Attendees included 28 middle-school 
students, 54 high-school students, and 
26 staff. Our speaker was Thien Doan, 
a former assistant pastor at GVBC who 
is now the pastor of Citylights Church in 
Fountain Valley. 

The theme of the weekend was “Why?”  
What a universal question!  Why do bad 
things happen to good people?  Why do 
I have to go through pain and suffering 

in my life?  Why did my dad leave me? 

There are so many confusing things about life which don’t have easy 
answers. Thien reminded us, instead of  looking at life through the lens of 
what we don’t understand, we need to look at life through the lens of 
what we know to be clear about God — His character, His work on the 
cross, His faithful love and presence. 

Camp is not all about fun and games. Sure, there were fun moments in 
the snow and tons of  hanging out. But there were also deep times of 
serious discussion, wrestling with 
diff icult questions, intimate personal 
sharing, and life-changing decisions. 

Here’s one student’s response:  “I will 
always have ‘why’ questions. No matter 
how much I strive to know all the 
answers, I won’t, but that’s all just part 
of  God’s great mystery and glory. I 
realized that even if  I don’t know 
everything, I can have full conf idence 
and assurance, knowing God has the 
best and purest intent for my life.” 

Praise God for his awesome work at 
our Youth Winter Camp! 
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Letters to our church family 

� Dear GVBC Ohana, It has been brought to our attention that we may have offended some 
members of  the congregation when we sold our calendars last December. It was not our intent to 

make anyone feel obligated to purchase a calendar. If  you were made to feel uncomfortable in 

any way, we sincerely apologize and ask your forgiveness. We thank you for your continued 

support of the Hula Ministry. In His Service, Akua Ohana O' Hula 

FAMILY NEWS 

GVBC Landscaping Maintenance News 

BY SHIG KAWASHIRI 

The Property Ministry has approved plans to upgrade the landscaping of our 
campus. We are looking for able and willing hands (connected to bodies) to 
help with the planting and maintenance of  these plants. 

Our initial meeting will be held during the Work Day time on April 6 at 8:00 a.m. 
The schedule right now is to work on this project every Saturday during April. 

You do not have to commit to every Saturday, but we would like 
to have enough help to complete this initial planting during April. 
Come when you can, leave when you must. 

Please contact Howard Imatomi (Property Ministry Chairman) or 
me (Shig Kawashiri) for more information or to be added to the 
list of  workers. You can contact me through the off ice, or if  you 
see me around church, or email me at: physhr@sbcglobal.net. 

You can also leave your name at the church off ice. 

We are working on breakfast, lunch, dinner, and midnight snack 
(just joking). 

We thank those who have already been working to clean up the existing 
landscaping and hope many more of  you will be willing to help. 

Let’s make our campus beautiful! 

Thank you 

Women’s Retreat Registration 

Deadline Extended 

The deadline to register for the GVBC Women’s Retreat 
has been extended to Sunday, March 31. 

So, there’s still time to register. Brochures and registration 
forms are on the Narthex counter or register in the 
Courtyard after 1st service and in the Community Hall after 
2nd service. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Monday, April 1 Off ice closed af ter Easter 
� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Worship Services 

Saturday, April 13, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every second 
Saturday of  the month. This service will be a concert 
so don’t miss out hearing some beautiful music, 
praising God. The next bilingual service is on 
Saturday, May 11. Refreshments served in Room 
201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome. Contact 
Pastor Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Help Decorate for Easter 

Saturday, March 30, starting at 8 AM. Help water and 
set up the Easter flowers to prepare our campus for 
Easter services. Contact Jessie Carrara via the church 
office. She will let you know what day(s) to come and 
water the plants from March 26 to 29. 

� Workday 

Saturday, April 6, starting at 8 AM. No experience 
needed. Help clean, light repairs, and landscaping. [See 
page 5 article about landscaping information meeting]. 

� Driftwood Healthcare Outreach 
Saturday, April 6, 2:50 — 4:00 p.m. Come and visit 
with the residents of Drif twood Healthcare Center in 
Torrance. Share in song, craft, and your personal 
time. Contact Jodie Rivera for more information at 
Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com or 310-780-0633. 

� Baptism Service Sunday, April 14. Both services in 

the Sanctuary. Nichigo service will be in the 
Community Hall. 

� Mother’s Day Sunday, May 12 

� Prime Timer’s Tours 

• May 16 (Thursday) Rail ‘n Sail (San Diego). Cost: 
$115 per person. Depart 7:30 a.m., return approx. 
7:00 p.m. Payment Due: March 28. 

• September 4 to 10 Charms of  the South — 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana. Tour 
Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, New Orleans. 
Prices: $2,725.00 per person (double occupancy), 
$3,125 (single). Payment Due: May 26. Depart 
7:00 a.m. in f ront of  New Gardena Hotel. Return 
approximately 8:30 p.m. on the 10th. Package 
includes: Roundtrip airfare (LAX-Memphis) and 
(New Orleans-LAX), baggage fee for Delta (1 
bag) each way. Roundtrip motorcoach transfers 
to and f rom LAX, motorcoach transportation, six 
nights lodging, hotel tax, baggage handling, 
breakfast daily, one lunch, f ive dinners, 
sightseeing and admissions as per itinerary, 
Escort Services of Karen Anderson, gratuities for 
escort, drivers, and step-on guides. 

NOTE:  Cost of tours includes gratuity to 
motorcoach driver and are based on 19 to 29 
passengers. If we have more than 29 passengers, 
the rate will be less per person. Please make checks 
payable to GVBC [tour name in subject line]. Contact 

Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 
� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Missions) 

♦ May 18, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 

♦ October 5, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 
♦ Dec 20-22 three-day trip to San Telmo  
We are collecting soap and shampoo samples all 
year long for the Mexico Missions' trips. If  you stay in 
a hotel and are able to donate your extra soap and 
shampoo, please bring them to the church off ice and 
label with “Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk on the table in the off ice. God bless. 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required]. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima: treesaw47@gmail.com 

� Office Closed Monday, May 27, Memorial Day 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

SAVE THESE DATES (more info to follow): 
 

• Bridge to Healthy Living/Keiro Caregiver’s 

Conference 
Saturday, June 8, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Community 
Hall. Contact Cindy Matsuda via the office or email 
her at: hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com. 

• Father’s Day Sunday, June 16 
• JCI Carnival 

Saturday, June 22 to Sunday, June 23. 
• JEMS Mt. Hermon Summer Conference 

Sunday, June 30 to Saturday, July 6. You may sign 
up to attend the conference by going to the JEMS 
website at www.jems.org. For questions and more 
info contact Cynthia at: cynthiat@jems.org. 

• Vacation Bible School: July 15 to July 19. Our theme 
this year is “SonWest Roundup: a Study of Exodus.” 

• Youth Summer Camp: middle school & high school, 
at Alpine Conference Center, August 4 - 9 

 
KidZone March & April Events 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Community Hall (subject to change) 

 

March 29 — (in the dark — please bring 
your f lashlight). Meet in the 
Community Hall. 

 

April 5 — Castle Siege 
April 12 — Brave: X's and O's 
April 19 — Team Challenge 
April 26 — Soaring Over KidZone 
 

For more info contact Susan Wakuta at the church 
off ice or email: susan@gvbc.net. 

Cookie Monster NEEDS Cookies for Easter 
Pleaser bring cookies and/or finger 
snacks to the kitchen on 
Easter Sunday, March 31 
by 8:30 a.m. The Cookie 
Monster THANKS YOU!  
Yummmmm . . .  
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The Spirit is copyrighted © 2013 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 
Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 

9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. 
Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 

 
Issue 7 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, April 3. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community 
Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 31. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory  

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

George & Shig Hirano  their 63rd wedding anniversary 

Lois Ueda Memorial Fund  John Matsumura  

Merrick Yoshida, 

   Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Judy Yoshida 

 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of  loved ones go into the 

College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. $50,000

$60,000

$70,000

$80,000

$90,000

$100,000

Month of

January

Income

received

Expenses

GVBC 100th Anniversary Logo Contest 
GVBC turns 100 on August 16, 2014, and the Celebration Planning Committee is holding a contest to 
design a logo that will appear on stationary, programs, website, shirts, and other items created for this 
special occasion. 

A theme and a verse have been selected: 
Theme: “His faithfulness continues…” 
Verse: “For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 

continues through all generations.” (Psalm 100:5, NIV) 

Eligibility 

1. The contest is open to any individual. You do not have to be a member of  the church to enter. 
2. Group entries are NOT permitted. 

How to Enter 

1. DEADLINE to enter: submit to the church off ice on or before 4:00 p.m. April 30, 2013. 
2. Initial entries must be submitted on an 8.5”x11” sheet of  white paper, accompanied by a completed 

entry form. 
3. Multiple entries f rom the same individual are allowed. 
4. Entries must conform to the submission guidelines. Entries which fail to do so will be rejected. 
5. All entries become the property of GVBC and will not be returned. 

NOTE: GVBC reserves the right to use all entries, in whole or in part, for its own purposes, without 
compensation to the entrants. All submitted work must be original and not based on any pre-existing 
design. All entries become the sole property of GVBC and may be displayed publicly at GVBC or on our 
website. Entrant agrees to transfer all rights and title to the entry to GVBC in accordance with the official 
rules of this contest. It is our intention that no individual or corporation will prof it f rom GVBC owning the 
rights to the logo 

Entry forms with more info such as: submission guidelines, design suggestions, judging and selection of 
the winner, are on the Narthex information counter. 

Any questions?  Contact: Nelson Shirota via the church off ice. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Neighbo rhood, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor , ext. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

Sunday, March 24 Palm Sunday 
Both services in the Community Hall 

Pastor Chris Koga ~ The Promise of Forgiveness 
 

Week of March 24 to 28 Maundy Thursday 

The Heart of Forgiveness 
Celebrate through Community Groups 

 
Friday, March 29 Good Friday Service 

7:00 p.m. Sanctuary 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ The Cost of Forgiveness 

 
Sunday, March 31 Easter Sunday 

8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Both services in the Community Hall 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ The Hope of Forgiveness  
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

 

 


